
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3588 June 7, 2012 
education. That is why I am so pleased 
that President Obama is visiting my 
alma mater today, the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas. He will call on Con-
gress to focus on keeping student loans 
affordable for Nevada’s families as we 
approach the July 1 deadline when stu-
dent loans will double. 

Mr. Speaker, right now families 
across the country are sitting around 
their kitchen tables anxiously figuring 
out how to give their children the op-
portunity to go to college. They’re 
counting on this Congress to stop wor-
rying about protecting Wall Street cor-
porations and Big Oil companies for 
just a few minutes and help their sons 
and daughters go to college. 

I hope that we’re up for this chal-
lenge. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE BATTLE OF 
MIDWAY 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, our Nation remembered and com-
memorated the 68th anniversary of D- 
day, the World War II allied invasion of 
Normandy, France, and the beginning 
of the liberation of Europe from the 
forces of tyranny. 

Today, I want to commemorate an-
other historical World War II battle—70 
years ago, the Battle of Midway, when 
the United States Navy struck back at 
imperial Japan, turning the tide in the 
Pacific and paving the way toward a 
great American victory at sea. 

Six months earlier, Japanese planes 
infamously attacked Pearl Harbor, 
drawing the United States into that 
war. Yet our Navy recovered quickly 
and mobilized under the leadership of 
Admiral Ernest King, from the port 
city of Lorain, Ohio, on Lake Erie, and 
Admiral Chester Nimitz. 

With the odds against them, our U.S. 
Navy boldly struck back at the Battle 
of Midway. Over 4 days, the Japanese 
lost all four of the large carriers that 
had attacked Pearl Harbor, not to men-
tion a heavy cruiser, 248 carrier-based 
aircraft, and more than 3,000 men. The 
United States lost one carrier, the 
Yorktown, one destroyer, and 340 men. 

Today, we commemorate this major 
historic achievement of our Navy. We 
honor the sacrifice of those who fought 
for us and died for us, and we express 
abiding gratitude for the bravery and 
dedication of all who fought in this 
battle in service to our Nation and 
freedom’s cause. 

Today, the free world remembers the 
Battle of Midway. 

f 
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HONORING JOHAN SANTANA 

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I have 
often said that I’m truly partisan 
about one thing, not Democrats versus 
Republicans, but Mets fans versus ev-
eryone else in the country. 

Last Friday, Mr. Speaker, the Mets 
had something worth saluting. Johan 
Santana threw the first no-hitter in 
the history of my beloved New York 
Mets. Now, more important than a no- 
hitter is the lessons it teaches all 
Americans. 

Johan Santana had surgery that they 
thought would end his career. He didn’t 
give up on himself; he didn’t give up on 
New York. He’s never given up on his 
roots in Venezuela, didn’t give up on 
the children of Venezuela that he sup-
ports through his foundation. He hasn’t 
given up on the children of 9/11 that he 
supports through Tuesday’s Children. 

It’s not the no-hitter that counts, 
Mr. Speaker. It is the spirit and the de-
termination and the dedication of 
Johan Santana. That is what makes 
me a baseball fan. That is what makes 
baseball America’s pastime, and I am 
very pleased and proud to salute Johan 
Santana and Mets fans everywhere. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s go Mets. 
f 

STUDENT DEBT 
(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, in just 23 
days, the interest rates on Stafford 
student loans will double from 3.4 per-
cent to 6.8 percent. Now, one of the few 
things that we agree on in this Con-
gress is that the low interest rates 
should be extended, yet we’ve been un-
able to get across the goal line. 

Congress needs to find the moral 
imagination and the will to get this 
done before July 1. Every day we wait, 
we’re imposing an immense amount of 
anxiety on students, parents, and the 
economy. 

Take Brian, from Grand Isle. He has 
$100,000 in student loans. He’s got two 
daughters; they each have $20,000 in 
debt. His third daughter is in school 
with tuition costs that are up to 
$40,000. 

Brian is working 65 hours a week, but 
he can’t keep up. He can’t even begin 
to think about retirement. It’s not an 
option. He’s just trying to get from day 
to day and afford to keep his daughter 
in college. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has 23 
days. We’re running out of time. 

f 

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION 
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, as a 
Representative of the great State of 
Minnesota, I stand here in support of 
my colleague Representative ERIK 
PAULSEN’s bill to eliminate and repeal 
the medical device tax on the new 
ObamaCare legislation. 

Our State of Minnesota is home to 
over 400 medical device manufacturers. 
We have over 35,000 people that are em-
ployed in this important industry that 
benefits all of the United States, 35,000 
people. That about fills the Twins’ Tar-
get Field. That’s a lot of people who 
potentially could lose jobs in our home 
State. 

I refuse to see a single job lost in 
Minnesota or in any of our States in 
our great country due to the legisla-
tion known as ObamaCare. Without re-
pealing the medical device tax, jobs 
will be lost and also the costs of health 
care will go up. 

I urge my colleagues to get behind 
ERIK PAULSEN’s important piece of leg-
islation. I know I will. 

f 

CAMPAIGN SPENDING 
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, big 
money from corporations and billion-
aires is corrupting Washington and 
hurting the middle class. To make 
matters worse, 2 years ago the Su-
preme Court decided in the Citizens 
United case to open up campaign 
spending to secret, unlimited dona-
tions, possibly even from foreign 
sources. 

Let’s be clear: a handful of corpora-
tions and billionaires are trying to buy 
elections and control of our govern-
ment. We need new rules to make 
Washington work for the middle class. 
We need to limit political contribu-
tions, and the public has a right to 
know who is paying for political ads. 

Hey, because of Citizens United, our 
government is for sale. We need to 
stand shoulder to shoulder to stop Big 
Money from destroying our democracy. 

f 

HONORING WINONA AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Winona, 
Minnesota Area Chamber of Commerce 
on their centennial celebration. 

On April 22, 1912, at the then-urging 
of then-President Taft, the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce was established by a 
gathering of 700 delegates from across 
the country, including innovative peo-
ple from Winona, Minnesota. 

Even before the national chamber 
was formed, those very people in Wi-
nona had the foresight to establish 
their own local association of commu-
nity and business leaders that would 
give rise to that great city on the Mis-
sissippi. While the last 100 years have 
seen many changes, one constant in 
the Winona community has been the 
chamber. 

Since its inception, the Winona Area 
Chamber of Commerce has been work-
ing to ensure local small business own-
ers have the tools they need to succeed. 
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